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Plugins can really improve the functionality of your Wordpress website but with so many 

options, how do you choose? 

 

Here I will list some common plugin categories and commonly used plugins. 

 

Forms 

 

Contact Form 7: https://wordpress.org/plugins/contact-form-7/ 

 

Contact Form 7 is one of the easier plugins for forms. You can also connect it with 

Google Captcha to weed out bots (robots, fake accounts) from sending you pointless 

spam forms. 

 

You can find other form plugins here: https://wordpress.org/plugins/search/forms/ 

 

 

Security 

 

All-in-One-WP-Security: https://wordpress.org/plugins/all-in-one-wp-security-and-

firewall/ 

 

This is the plugin I use on AmandaLynneMurtagh.com and some client sites but I have 

also tried these other plugins. 

 

WordFence Security: https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordfence/ 

 

Better WP Security: https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-wp-security/ 

 

This last one takes a big learning curve and if you don’t read the manual you could lock 

yourself out….I know, I’ve done it. So unless you are ready to read the manual and 

follow the steps first then I don’t really think you should use this one. 

 

 

SEO (Search Engine Optimization) 

 

Yoast SEO: https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/ 

 

I love this plugin. This plugin is easy to use and gives you points to actually follow to 

improve your SEO on each page and post.  
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Another popular SEO plugin is All in One SEO Pack: https://wordpress.org/plugins/all-

in-one-seo-pack/ 

 

You can play with each plugin and see which one you prefer. 

 

 

Social Media 

 

Some plugins will be easier to customize than others but to make it simple starting out 

you should just find a plugin with a style that works the best but that is also easy for you 

to figure out. 

 

Some popular social media share plugins are: 

 

Social Media Share Buttons by MashShare: https://wordpress.org/plugins/mashsharer/ 

Social Share Buttons: https://wordpress.org/plugins/ultimate-social-media-icons/ 

Social Media Feather: https://wordpress.org/plugins/social-media-feather/ 

 

I personally use Sumo: https://wordpress.org/plugins/sumome/ 

However, Sumo (used to be SumoMe) has a lot more than just social share buttons and 

may be a little robust for some. 

 

 

Google Analytics 

 

First you have to set up a Google Analytics account for your business website. I highly 

recommend that you do this so that you can measure the traffic coming to your website.  

 

Once you have created your Google Analytics account you can use a plugin to connect 

it to your website. 

 

Some popular plugins are: 

 

I use the Google Analytics Dashboard for WP: https://wordpress.org/plugins/google-

analytics-dashboard-for-wp/ 

 

I love that I can see an overview of my analytics in the dashboard of the site it’s 

connected to so I don’t have to open analytics separately everyday to see some 

numbers. 
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Google Analytics for Wordpress by 

MonsterInsights:https://wordpress.org/plugins/google-analytics-for-wordpress/ 

 

 

Newsletter Signup  

 

The newsletter signup plugin you use may be specific to the newsletter program you 

choose. 

 

For example: I use ConvertKit so my plugin is naturally the ConvertKit plugin. 

 

For you it could be MailChimp, MailerLite, AWeber, Constant Contact or some other 

option. 

 

Each one of these providers will have a WordPress plugin that will connect your account 

and signup forms to your website. 

 

There are more general plugins that will create forms for you to collect the email 

address though such as Sumo which I talked about in the Social Media section. 

 

So before you start collecting emails you should pick your email newsletter program. 

 

Conclusion 

 

There are thousands of plugins to choose from and this list could go on and on.  

 

Before looking for a plugin, ask yourself what it is that you are looking to accomplish 

with the plugin then go to https://wordpress.org/plugins/ or add a new plugin through the 

plugins option in your dashboard and search for it. 

 

You can also find lists through Google of the top plugins for whatever it is you wish to 

accomplish.  

 

Don’t get overwhelmed by the options. 

 

Remember, pick a plugin topic (social media, newsletters, etc…) then search the 

plugins and pick one that is up to date and has good reviews. 

 

If the plugin you pick ends up being too complicated or doesn’t do what you thought it 

would then simply uninstall it and try another one. 
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Have fun! 


